me. "Until you can undo the visible work of God's hand your
testimony can do no harm to me."
"Father Hickey," I replied, "before the sun rises again upon
Four Mile Water, I will undo the visible work of God's hand,
and bring the pointing finger of the scoffer upon your altar."
I bowed to Kate, and walked out. It was so dark that I could
not at first see the garden-gate. Before I found it, I heard through
the window Father Mickey's voice, saying, "I wouldnt for ten
pound that this had happened, Phil. He's as mad as a march hare.
The Cardinal told me so."
I returned to my lodging, and took a cold bath to cleanse the
blood from my neck and shoulder. The effect of the blow I had
received was so severe, that even after the bath and a light meal
I felt giddy and languid. There was an alarum-clock on the
mantelpiece: I wound it; set the alarum for half-past twelve;
muffled it so that it should not disturb the people in the adjoining
room; and went to bed, where I slept soundly for an hour and a
quarter. Then the alarum roused me, and I sprang up before I
was thoroughly awake. Had I hesitated, the desire to relapse into
perfect sleep would have overpowered me. Although the muscles
of my neck were painfully stiff, and my hands unsteady from
my nervous disturbance, produced by the interruption of my
first slumber, I dressed myself resolutely, and, after taking a
draught of cold water, stole out of the house. It was exceedingly
dark; and I had some difficulty in finding the cow-house, whence
I borrowed a spade, and a truck with wheels, ordinarily used
for moving sacks of potatoes. These I carried in my hands until
I was beyond earshot of the house, when I put the spade on the
truck, and wheeled it along the road to the cemetery. "When I
approached the water, knowing that no one would dare to come
thereabout at such an hour, I made greater haste, no longer
concerning myself about the rattling of the wheels. Looking
across to the opposite bank, I could see a phosphorescent glow,
marking the lonely grave of Brimstone Billy. This helped me to
find the ferry station, where, after wandering a little and stum-
bling often, I found the boat, and embarked with my imple-
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